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Subtest for Grades K-3

As can be seen on the “IRI Student Record Card” and in

interest in your child’s reading growth sends a powerful message to
your child. We look forward to working together with you and your
child’s school to provide your child with the best education possible
and to ensure all Idaho’s students are successful learners!

the chart above, the assessment builds in a stair-step manner.
These steps trace some of the most predictive stepping stones
of critical reading skills. These skills are built successively as Sincerely,

children develop their ability to decode text (i.e. concepts in

child. Making up stories is also very
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comprehension, creativity,
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phonics and phonemic awareness) and read with proper accu-
racy and rate (i.e. reading fluency).

For questions or assistance regarding the IRI,
Contact: Jenny Fisk at jfisk@sde.idaho.gov

Tom Luna
State Superintendent of Public Instruction



Technical Word Definitions

Indicator: A gauge or predictor of reading abil-
ity or future reading ability.

Benchmark: An assessment with an expected
level of proficiency taken three times a year
— the IRI. Also referred to as an expected
level of achievement that means a child is
proficient, “He tested at benchmark, or at
grade level.”

Progress monitoring: The same type of assess-
ment as the benchmark. It is given by a
teacher or paraprofessional in between
benchmark periods to track a child’s growth
in reading skills.

Reading Curriculum-Based Measures (R-CBMs):
Passages written by experienced educators
and field-tested, revised, and researched by
experienced educational researchers. These
passages are a snapshot at how well a stu-
dent can read with accuracy and rate. The
same passages are used during each test

window for the year. A low score on an R-
CBM indicates that a student should receive
further diagnostic testing to determine what
is causing difficulty.

Atrisk: A student’s skills are not proficient and
lack essential or basic reading skills indicat-
ing the child needs intervention added to
their instructional day.

Intervention:  Specialized reading instruction
provided in addition to the daily Compre-
hensive Reading Program or provided in
extended day tutoring.

*More than 25 years of research has shown that listening to
a child read graded passages aloud for 1 minute and calcu-
lating the number of words read correct per minute pro-
vides a highly reliable and valid measure of general reading
achievement, including comprehension, for most students.

Understanding the Need for a New
Idaho Reading Indicator

The state’s decision to provide a new test for
the IRI is based on the purpose of the Idaho Stat-
ute. As a reading indicator, the state intends for
school personnel to use the test to be able to
successfully screen all K-3 students and catch
those who would otherwise fall through the
cracks. It is not intended to assign a specific
score or grade but is rather a general gauge of
each child’s reading or pre-reading skills.

AIMSWeb provides benchmark and pro-
gress monitoring measures that screen students
and measure progress with R-CBMs (Reading
Curriculum Based Measures). An R-CBM is de-
signed to measure if the reading instruction tak-
ing place in the classroom’s Comprehensive
Reading Program (along with intervention in-
struction) is succeeding at moving a student
toward or maintaining a student at grade-level
proficiency.  Since AIMSWeb’s benchmark R-
CBMs measure the degree to which a student is
at grade level or at-risk with critical reading skills,
the state and school personnel will be better
able to identify at-risk students in order to pro-
vide the necessary intervention through either
minor or major changes to the student’s instruc-
tional program.

Kindergarten AIMSWeb IRI

Yearly Subtests
Fall:

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) - identified frequently as
the best single indicator of risk for reading failure and
requires saying the correct letter name

Winter:

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) - continued

Letter Sound Fluency (LSF) - predictive of a later ability
to read the sounds in a word that requires saying the
correct sound of a letter

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF) - predictive of
the later ability to read and spell the sounds of a word
that requires hearing each sound a word and saying
the individual sounds back in isolation. (e.g. for “cat”
the student says the sounds /¢/...... /a/ ...... /t/)

Spring:

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) - continued

Letter Sound Fluency (LSF) - continued

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF) - continued

First Grade AIMSWeb IRI
Yearly Subtests

Eall:
Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) - identified frequently as
the best single indicator of risk for reading failure and
requires students to identify the correct letter name
Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF) - predictive of
the later ability to read and spell the sounds of a word
that requires hearing each sound of a word and saying
the individual sounds back in isolation. (e.g. for “cat”
the student says the sounds /¢/...... /a/ ...... /t/)
Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF) - a measure of basic
phonics and decoding, which can be used to differen-
tiate students who decode phonetically from those
who read by memorization of words
Winter:
Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF) - continued
Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF) - continued
Reading Curriculum-Based Measures (R-CBM) - Grade-
level reading passages. Students read three similar
passages written at an end of the year reading level
and the passages are the same exact passages each
time
Spring:
R-CBM - continued

Second Grade AIMSWeb IRI

Yearly Subtests

Eall:

Reading Curriculum-Based Measures (R-CBM) - Grade-
level reading passages. Students read three similar
passages written at an end of the year reading level
and the passages are the same exact passages each
time

Winter:

R-CBM - continued

Spring:

R-CBM - continued

Third Grade AIMSWeb IRI

Yearly Subtests

Eall:

Reading Curriculum-Based Measures (R-CBM) - Grade-
level reading passages. Students read three similar
passages written at an end of the year reading level
and the passages are the same exact passages each
time

Winter:

R-CBM - continued

Spring:

R-CBM - continued




